Professor Oberhelman is such a personhis monograph includes chapters on gastric secretion and motility, duodenal ulcer, gastric ulcer, stomal ulcer, peptic ulcer of extragastric origin (Zollinger-Ellison syndrome, stress ulcer &c.), complications of gastric surgery, and reflux aesophagitis. Each chapter is an admirable attempt to relate alimentary physiology and surgical practice. The author frequently emphasizes the need for more research.
In a book so short, it is inevitable that the theme is dealt with in breadth rather than in depth. Consequently certain subjects, for example theories on the cause of gastric ulcer, are not developed sufficiently to be easily understood and of real value.
For the expert in the subject, this book has little to offer that he does not already know and understand. Its greatest usefulness would be to someone whose objective is a brief and fairly dogmatic statement of current thinking and research by gastric surgeons. To attain this he will have to pay about £3, endure a clumsy style of writing, and accept a certain amount of undergraduate teaching. However, he would learn a great deal in one evening's concentrated reading.
ALAN G COX

Bleeding Earth
A Doctor Looks at Vietnam by Alister Brass pp xvi + 189 illustrated 50s Melbourne & London: Heinemann 1968 Dr Alister Brass's 'Medicine in South Vietnam Today', the series of articles based on his visit to South Vietnam and published in the Medical Journal of Australia between February and April 1967, has now been expanded and published in book form. The author, assistant editor of the Med. J. Aust., a naturalized Australian of English extraction and trained at St Mary's Hospital, went to Vietnam for six weeks with two objects: to study the medical situation and in particular to visit the three Australian hospital teams working among the civilian population; and to try to discover behind the barrage of official communiques what was really happening to the people.
As a medical war correspondent, Dr Brass admits to feeling conscious of his amateur status among the 300 or so members of the Saigon press corps, but his report is far from being the work of an amateur. In 'Bleeding Earth', with his own excellent photographs and delightful line drawings, he gives a colourful and well written account of the Vietnamese and 'free world' health teams, warts and all.
If he was less successful in his second objective, others have spent longer time with no better results, but during the two years since Dr Brass's visit one at least of his prophecies has come true. The Tet offensive showed the hopelessness of the American battle for the 'hearts and minds' of the people. Whether he is correct in his other prophesy that 'a corrupt and inefficient puppet regime' would not survive the cutting of Western strings remains to be seen. BARBARA This book records the proceedings of a symposium held in April 1967 in Birmingham, at which a group of clinicians, physiologists and pathologists met to discuss their common interest in the correlation of structure and function in the lung. Most of the discussion was directed towards the problems posed by diseases associated with airways obstruction. The complexity of these problems is reflected in the many 'models' that were presented for consideration, each superseding an earlier, simpler model. Among these were Dr Jere Mead's model of the elastic behaviour of the lungs, critical of the simple notion of a common transpulmonary pressure to which all alveoli are exposed; and the mathematical model of gas transport presented by Dr Giles Filley, which was preceded by a delightfully clear account of earlier models of progressively increasing complication. The importance of molecular diffusion within the lung, until recently neglected, was emphasized by several speakers, especially when disease has enlarged air-spaces. The presentation of the discussions at the end of each session, more or less verbatim, brings into prominence points of disagreement, and adds to the reader's sense of participation. This publication gives the reader who is interested in respiratory problems, but not up to the minute in his perusal of specialist journals, the opportunity of becoming aware of the current state of knowledge and thought in this fascinating field. J G SCADDING An Atlas of Clinical Neurology by John D Spillane MD FRCP ppviii+376 illustrated 70s London &c.: Oxford University Press 1968 This book consists of a truly remarkable collection of photographs of neurological patients with accompanying commentary that is offered as 'an illustrated companion to a textbook of neurology'.
